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SAVE OUR NHS!

- How much does it cost to change a Iightbulb?

local details

introduced attack after attack on the health serv-

ice. The government are trying to take away our
right to a decent healthcare. However, they have met
huge determination to defend the health service from
ordinary working class people. In the last six months of
last year, 100,000 people marched in various areas
across the UK. Local campaigns have sprung up,
demonstrations have been organised in almost every
area where cuts have been threatened, and protesters
are getting organised and fighting back. We need as
many people as possible to get involved in this move-
ment, to fight back against the governments’ cuts and
closures and fight for a decent NHS.

No to cuts and privatisation!
The health service has seen attack after attack

New Labour, and the Tories before them, have

throughout our lifetimes. Measures have been

taken behind the scenes to split up the NHS into
different chunks, and subcontract the different elements
to private companies to actually run the health services.
This division of all the different tasks that that NHS pro-
vides into separate compartments has resulted in a
huge increase in administration, pushing it from 6% of
the total budget in 1990 towards American healthcare
levels of almost 25% of spending!

Management consultants and private advisors have

- £333 if you are a private company working

poured in, putting their profit margins ahead of the
interests of the people who actually use the health
service. The result is cuts in the number of beds, nurs-
es and other medical staff, and closures of hospital
wards, doctor's surgeries and other essential services.

ISR are opposed to the cuts and privatisation that we
are seeing. We fight against the introduction of private
profit into the health service, and for it to be fully pub-
licly funded, to meet the needs of the population.

link up for a national movement

the length and breadth of the country. ISR mem-

bers have been involved in these in local areas,
and it is very important to continue these campaigns.
However, we also argue for the local campaigns to be
united under a fighting national federation, to organise
a national fight back. Local demonstrations have been
up to 30,000 strong. It's time the anger was united, and
translated into national action.

Demonstrations and protests have all happened

These attacks may be taking different forms in different
areas, but it is the same government policy that is
being implemented everywhere. A national campaign
would show that it is opposition to not just the closure
of one ward, or the removal of beds in one hospital, but
opposition to all ward closures, all bed removals, all of



the cuts and privatisation in the health service.

11 New Labour ministers have attended protests in their
constituencies. These ministers, however, are part of the
same government who are implementing the cuts! In the
London borough of Waltham Forest, the protests to save
Whipps Cross University Hospital have attracted no less
than lan Duncan Smith, former leader of the Tories! It was
his party, however, that started the attacks on the NHS,
and would undoubtedly continue with them if they got
back into government.

All of the main parties support cuts, closures and privati-
sation. We need to campaign against their attacks, but we
also need to build a party of our own that represents the
millions of people out there who oppose cuts in health
and education, war, big businesses wrecking of the envi-
ronment, and extremes of hardship for many, luxury for a
few.

Why are there cuts and closures
in the NHS?

pparently, hospitals and other parts of the health-
Acare have to make cuts because they are over

budget, in deficit, and spending too much. The gov-
ernment have increased the budget for the NHS, and
claim that they can do no more, cuts have to be made.

In reality though, the deficits in the NHS are as a result of
the way that funding has been changed for the health
service, and the huge growth in over-paid managers and
private firms and consultants, sucking money away from
the vital services which people depend on. Salaries of up
to £1,200 a day for management consultants and ‘turn-
around teams’ are frequent. Money is linked to targets,
and the introduction of profiteers into the health service
mean that their profit margins are coming straight out of
the NHS. Constant changes in the structure of the NHS
mean that millions of pounds are wasted.

This is the direction that government policy has taken the
health service in the last 20 years. The changes in the
way it is run are directly as a result of this policy, gradually
increasing private companies’ role in the health service.
The idea that there is not enough money to publicly fund
healthcare comes from the governments’ unwillingness to
find it. We have seen tax cuts and huge bonuses for the
rich, and cuts in healthcare, education, and other vital
services. Those services that remain are increasingly run
by big business, making huge amounts of profit, and run-
ning services into the ground.

New Labour, the Tories and Lib Dems are all parties of
big business. They carry out policies of big business, ben-
efiting rich businessmen at the expense of the vast
majority of the country. They are attacking the NHS
against the wishes of the majority of the population, and it
is only through continuing and stepping up the cam-
paigns to save our NHS that we can force them to stop.
The NHS was won by a mass movement of working class
people, and huge pressure on the government in the
1940s. However, because of the relatively low level of
struggle the government feel confident to attack these
gains that ordinary people made in the past. We can win
again the struggle to defend the NHS, but whilst the
wealth and the power in society is controlled by a few
rich individuals we will have to fight again and again to
defend it. This is the nature of the capitalist society that
we live in.

We fight for a socialist alternative, where the huge wealth
in society is used to provide decent healthcare, affordable
houses, free education, and decent jobs for all. We fight
for a society controlled by the majority of the population,
workers and young people. If you want to join in the fight
against the capitalist system, and for a socialist alterna-
tive, join us!

WE CALL FOR

Stop cuts, closures and
privatisation in the
health service

For a free, fully publicly

funded NHS, run by and
for ordinary workers and
young people

Build a mass movement

to defend the NHS; for a
national, fighting campaign,
and national action!

For a new workers’

party, opposed to the big
business polices of Blair,
Brown, Cameron and the
Liberal Democrats

For a socialist world,
free from big business

profiteering
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